Derwent & West Cumbria Fisheries Advisory Committee 23rd June, 1980 by unknown
North
West
Water
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington W A5 3LW  
Telephone Penketh 4321
F1/B22 16th June, 1980
To: Members of the Derwent and West Cumbria 
Fisheries Advisory Committee:
(Messrs F. Bunting; A. Gleaden; J. M. Mawson;
(?. Richardson; G. B. Sedgewick; R. J. W. Slack 
G. N. F. Wingate; E. Young and the Chairman 
of the Authority (G. Mann); the Vice Chairman 
of the Authority (A. Richardson) and the 
Chairman of the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee (T. A. F. Barnes)(ex officio)).
Dear Member,
A meeting of the DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA FISHERIES ADVISORY 
QOMMITTEE will be held at 2.30 P.M. on MONDAY 23RD JUNE, 1980, 
in the COUNCIL CHAMBER AT THE OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE, 
ALLERDALE DISTRICT COUNCIL, "HOLMWOOD1, EGREMONT ROAD, 
COCKERMOUTH, for consideration of the following business.
1. Appointment of Chairman for the Meeting.
2. Apologies for absence.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 31st March, 1980 (enclosed 
herewith together with the Minutes of the meeting of the
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee held on 28th April, 1980) .
4. Membership of the Committee - Resignation of Mr. W. F. Hobson.
5. Membership of the Committee - Resignation of Mr. S. G. Payne.
6. River Derwent, Effects of A66 Run-Off.
7. Taking of Salmon and Sea Trout in Sea-Fish Nets at Flimby,
West Cumbria.
8. EEC Directives on the Quality of Freshwaters needing 
Protection or Improvement in order to support Fish Life.
9. Fishing Offences and Prosecutions 1979/80.
10. Report by the Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries Activities.
11. Any other business.
Yours faithfully
G. W. SHAW
Director of Administration.
A G E N D A
F2/B1 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
31ST MARCH, 1980
P r e s e n t : W. F . H obson, E sq . (C hairm an)
F . B u n tin g , E sq . S . G. P ay n e , E sq .
A. G le a d o n , E sq . G. R ic h a rd s o n , E sq .
J .  M. Mawson, E sq . E . Y oung, E sq .
22 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b se n c e  from  th e  m e e tin g  w ere  r e c e iv e d  from  M r. T . A. F . 
B a rn e s , M r. G. Mann and M r. A. R ic h a rd s o n .
23 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
2 4 . ROD AND LINE LICENCE DUTIES
I n  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  M inu te  No. 4 0 (7 ) o f  th e  A u th o r i ty  on  1 1 th  F e b ru a ry ,
1 9 8 0  i n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  R e g io n a l  F i s h e r i e s  A d v is o r y  C o m m itte e  to  
fo rm u la te  p ro p o s a ls  f o r  in c r e a s e s  in  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  to  be 
e f f e c t i v e  from  1 s t  J a n u a r y ,  1981 o f  a  l e v e l  a t  l e a s t  e q u a l  t o  f o r e c a s t  
in c r e a s e s  in  i n f l a t i o n  up to  and in c lu d in g  1981, c o n s id e r a t io n  was 
g iv e n  t o  in c r e a s e s  in  th e  ro d  and l i n e  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  from  1 s t  J a n u a r y ,
1981 a s  f o l l o w s : -
RESOLVED:
T h a t  t h e  M in u te s  o f  t h e  l a s t  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  C o m m itte e  h e ld  
on 7 th  J a n u a r y ,  1980 , be a p p ro v e d  a s  a c o r r e c t  r e c o rd  and  s ig n e d  
by th e  C hairm an .
P r e s e n t  Duty 
£ P
R e v ised  D uty 
£ p
Salmon Whole A rea
S eason  A d u lt
P a r t  S easo n  from  Ju n e  1
S eason  J u n io r  e t c .
P a r t  S easo n  J u n io r  from  Ju n e  1 
7 day
15 .00
10 .00
7 .5 0  
5 .0 0
2 .5 0
21 .70
14.50
10 .90
7 .20
3 .70
M ig ra to ry  T ro u t Whole A rea
S eason  A d u lt 
S eason  J u n io r  e t c .  
7 day
5 .0 0  
2 .5 0
1 .00
7 .20
3 .60
1 .50
Non M ig ra to ry  T ro u t  (Brown T ro u t 
Rainbow T ro u t & C har) F re sh w a te r  
F is h  and E e ls
S eason  A d u lt 
S eason  J u n io r  
7 day
3 .0 0
1 .5 0
.50
4 .30
2 .20
.80
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Present Duty 
£ p
Revised Duty 
£ p
Commercial Eel Fishing
Fixed Bel Traps
Eel or Fyke nets
Traps, Putcheons or Baskets
25.00 per trap 
.50 per net
5.00 per 25 (or
part thereof)
36.25
.75
7.25
To conform with the instruction of the Authority it was necessary 
to increase licence duties by 45%, using the probable gross 
expenditure on fisheries in 1979-80 as the base point and measuring 
forecast increases in inflation from that point.
Although appreciating the need for licence duties to take account 
of inflation, members expressed concern at the method by which the 
proposed new duties were calculated. It was also suggested that 
reconsideration be given to the introduction of a single tier licence 
system as the existing structure placed an unfair burden on the game 
anglers:
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That whilst appreciating the need for licence duties to 
take account of inflation, the increases in rod and line licence 
duties are listed above be not accepted.
(2) That reconsideration be given to the introduction of a 
single tier licence system or a more equitable method of levying 
licence duties.
25. RAVENGLASS SALMON GARTH
It was reported that a letter had been received from the agents 
for the Muncaster Castle Estates, owners and licences of the 
Ravenglass Salmon Garth, objecting to any further increases in the 
licence duty for the Garth. The Committee were invited to reconsider 
the proposed licence duty to be applied to the Garth in view of the 
suggestions by the agents that any additional increase might result in 
it becoming economically enviable and the Estate being forced to cease 
operation of the Garth.
RESOLVED:
It was pointed out that the Committee had previously considered 
a request for a reduction in the licence duty on 8th January,
1979 (Minute No. 19) and had recommended that such a fixed engine 
should prove commercially viable and therefore there should be no 
reduction in the duty.
26. SALMON COOPS - RIVER EDEN AND RIVER DERWENT
It was reported that a letter had been received from Castle Fisheries 
querying the present arrangement for the operation and licensing of 
coops on the Rivers Eden and Derwent and objecting to any further 
increases in the licence duty for the River Derwent coop.
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A report was submitted detailing the arrangements of the coops on 
each river and comparing the potential catch of each coop with the 
level of duties. This indicated that the River Derwent had the 
greater potential catch which was reflected in the respective duties 
for the coops.
M r . Payne, on behalf of the Castle Fisheries, made a statement 
outlining the problems being experienced with the operation of the 
River Derwent coop and in particular the effects of pollution from the 
A66 and water abstraction on the Little Derwent.
Mr. Payne took no further part in discussions on this item nor voted 
on the recommendations.
The Committee, in considering the licence duties for both coops, 
requested further information on the effects of pollution from the A66 
particularly in view of comments made in the statement by Mr. Payne.
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That no alteration be made to the proposals for increasing 
the licence duties for the coops on the Rivers Eden and Derwent
(2) That a detailed investigation on the effect of sulphide 
pollution from the A66 on the River Derwent be undertaken and a 
report be submitted a subsequent meeting of the Committee.
27. NET AND FIXED ENGINE LICENCE DUTIES
Further to Minute No. 33 of the Regional Committee on 4th February, 
1980 and Minute No. 3 of a joint meeting of the North Cumbria and 
Lune, Wyre and Furness Committees, consideration was given to 
increases in net and fixed engine licence duties amounting to 44.4%.
RECOMMENDED:
That from 1st January, 1981 the licence duties for nets and fixed 
engines throughout the reg ion be as set out below:-
Suggested Anticipated 
New Duty Revenue
£ £
Drift 4 (Cumbria coast) 78 312 125 500
10 (Lune) 104 1040 133 1330
6 (Ribble) 52 312 80 480
Draft 2 (Eden) 195 390 300 600
3 (Duddon) 71.50 214.50 110 330
1 (Lune) 91 91 116 116
Net Number and Present Revenue
Location Duty received
£ £
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Net Number and 
Location
Present
Duty
£
Revenue
received
£
Suggested 
New Duty 
£
Anticipated
Revenue
£
Haaf 26 (Lune) 39 1014 51 1326
175 (Solway) 16.90 2957 25 4375
Lave 6 (Leven) 32.50 195 50 300
8 (Kent) 39 312 60 480
Fixed 2 
Engines
(Eden coops) 117 234 175 350
1 (Derwent coops) 260 260 390 390
1 (Ravenglass
garth)
130 130 195 195
7,461.50 10,772
2.8. FISHERIES BYELAW 14 - BAITING
It was reported that the Lancashire Fisheries Consultative Association 
had recently discussed the provisions of Byelaw 14 relating to baiting 
and had suggested that the use of maggots and chrysalises thereof 
should be permitted on the lakes listed in the Byelaw for a trial 
period of one year, with a view to reassessing the impact on migrating 
smolts of the use of such baits.
The Regional Fisheries Officer pointed out that such an arrangement 
would necessitate the repeal of the existing Byelaw 14 and in any case 
a period of one year would be unlikely to give a fair indication of 
the results of using baits hitherto prohibited.
RECOMMENDED;
That the provisions of Byelaw 14 be not relaxed.
29. LETTER FROM MR. F. BUNTING - ENNERDALE II SCHEME PROPOSALS
The Committee considered two letters from Mr. F. Bunting concerning 
the Authority's water abstraction policy and objecting to proposals 
for the Ennerdale II scheme.
It was reported that the Authority on 17th March, 1980 in considering 
the recommendations of the Ad-hoc Sub-Committee on the Ennerdale 
Inquiry had approved the Ennerdale II scheme.
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RESOLVED;
That the proposals for the Ennerdale II scheme be rejected 
for the following reasons
(1) The Advisory Committee had during the entire discussions 
on the Ennerdale Lake Scheme I no indication that an 
Ennerdale Lake Scheme II existed.
(2) There has been no indication to the Committee that Ennerdale 
Lake Scheme II was going to be introduced to the Public 
Inquiry.
(3) The Committee had not been given the opportunity to study 
the proposals in Ennerdale Lake Scheme II which is a change 
in policy with reference to fisheries. This will cause 
further deterioration to the Ehen fishery beyond that 
already discussed in relation to the Ennerdale I proposals 
that in the view of the Committee and its adopt ion is not 
consistent with the requirements on the Authority to act 
according to the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975 
Section 28 (1).
30. EEC DIRECTIVE ON THE QUALITY OF FRESHWATERS NEEDING PROTECTION 
OR IMPROVEMENT IN ORDER TO SUPPORT FISH LIFE
On 4th February, 1980 the Regional Committee rejected the recom­
mendation of this Committee to include the River Keekle to the list of 
designated waters and for investigations to be made into the 
possibility of including Lostrigg Beck.
A sampling programme had revealed that neither the River Keekle nor 
Lostrigg Beck met the criteria laid down for water to be classified as 
either salmonid or cyprinid.
RESOLVED:
That further investigations be made into the quality of water 
at Lostrigg Beck and a report be submitted to the next meeting of 
the Committee,
31. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 1980-81
The proposed dates for meetings of the Regional and Local Fisheries 
Advisory Committees for the 'Authority Year1 1980-81 were submitted 
for information , dates for meetings of the Local Committee being 
noted as follows
Monday 23rd June, 1980 
Monday 13th October, 1980 
Monday 5th January, 1981 
Monday 30th March, 1981
REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
T he A re a  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  p r e s e n t e d  h i s  r e p o r t  on  f i s h e r i e s  
a c t i v i t i e s  w i th in  th e  a r e a  s in c e  th e  l a s t  m ee tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee .
A nummary o f  th e  m o n th ly  c a tc h  r e t u r n s  by ro d  and l i n e  and n e t  and 
f ix e d  e n g in e s  was s u b m it te d  and th e  A rea  F i s h e r i e s  O f f ic e r  a sk ed  
th e  C om m ittee to  im p re ss  a g a in  upon C lu b s  and A s s o c ia t io n s  and th e  
l o c a l  p r e s s  th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  and s t a t u t o r y  o b l i g a t i o n  fo r  a l l  h o ld e r s  
o f  m ig r a to r y  f i s h  l i c e n c e s  to  make a r e t u r n  o f  t h e i r  c a tc h e s  f o r  th e  
A u th o r i ty .
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  r e p o r t  be r e c e iv e d  and  a p p ro v e d .
RF1/A3 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
28TH APRIL, 1980
Present: T.A.F. Barnes, Esq. (Chairman)
J.S. Bailey, Esq 
A.G.R. Brown, Esq. 
J.M. Croft, Esq. 
E.P. Ecroyd, Esq. 
J.H. Fell, Esq. 
W.F. Hobson, Esq.
R.D. Houghton, Esq. 
Mrs. W. Lomas 
Wm. McKenna, Esq.
R.A. Parkin, Esq. 
Major J.G.W. Skipwith 
L.B. Williams, Esq.
37. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from Mr. J. 
Johnson, Mr. G. Mann, Mr. A. Richardson and Mr. G. Wilson.
38. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 4th 
February, 1980, be approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman.
39. MINUTES OF LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES
A. Joint Meeting of North Cumbria and Lune, Wyre and Furness.
The Chairman of the Joint Meeting of the North Cumbria and 
Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory Committees submitted the Minutes 
of the proceedings of the meeting held on 14th February, 1980.
RESOLVED:
That the recommendation contained in Minute No.3 (Net 
and Fixed Engine Licence Duties) be considered along with 
the recommendation contained in Minute No.27 of the Derwent 
and West Cumbria Advisory Committee of 31st March, 1980, 
(Minute No.39B).
B. Derwent and West Cumbria
The Chairman of the Derwent and West Cumbria Advisory Committee 
submitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 
31st March, 1980.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Derwent and 
West Cumbria Advisory Committee held on 31st March, 
1980, be received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No.24 
(Rod and Line Licence Duties) be considered under the 
appropriate Agenda item.
(3) T h a t th e  recom m endations  c o n ta in e d  in  M in u te s  num bered 
26 (Salm on Coops -  R iv e r  Eden and R iv e r  D e rw e n t) , and 
28 ( F i s h e r i e s  Byelaw  14 -  B a i t in g )  be a p p ro v e d .
F o l lo w in g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a tio n  o f  t h e  J o i n t  
M eetin g  o f  th e  N o rth  C um bria and L une , Wyre and F u rn e ss  A d v iso ry  
C om m ittees h e ld  on 1 4 th  F e b ru a ry , 19 8 0 , c o n ta in e d  in  M inu te  N o .3 , 
(N et and F ix e d  E n g in e  L ic e n c e  D u t ie s )  w hich  was made s u b je c t  to  
th e  comments o f  th e  M arch 1980 m e e tin g  o f  th e  D erw ent and W est 
Cum bria A d v iso ry  C om m ittee ; and o f  M inu te  No. 27 (N et and F ix e d  
E n g in e  L ic e n c e  D u tie s )  o f  th e  D erw ent and W est C um bria A d v iso ry  
C om m ittee and th e  recom m endation  c o n ta in e d  t h e r e in  (w hich a l s o  
c a te r e d  f o r  th e  recom m endation  o f  th e  J o i n t  M eeting  o f  th e  N o rth  
Cum bria and L une, Wyre and F u rn e s s  C o m m itte e s ) , i t  was
RECOMMENDED:
(1) T h a t th e  P o l i c y  and R e so u rc e s  Com m ittee app rove  th e  
fo llo w in g  s c a l e  o f  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  in  r e s p e c t  o f  n e t s  
and f ix e d  e n g in e s  u sed  th ro u g h o u t  th e  r e g io n  come in to  
f o r c e  from  1 s t  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 1 :-
NETS AND FIXED ENGINES (A rea w i th in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  
th e  fo rm er C um berland R iv e r  A u th o r i t y ) .
Whole A re a , D r i f t ,  Hang o r  Whammel N et -  £ 1 2 5 .0 0
(n o t e x c e e d in g  when w et 275 m e tre s  in  le n g th )
R iv er Eden Draw, D r a f t  o r  S e in e  N e t -  £300 .0 0
(n o t e x c e e d in g  when w et 275 m e tre s  in  le n g th )
Whole A re a , Heave o r H aaf N e t -  £ 2 5 .0 0
R iv e r Eden Coop -  £ 1 7 5 .0 0
R iv e r  D erw ent Coop -  £ 3 9 0 .0 0
S ou th  W est C um berland G a r th  -  £195 .0 0
NETS (A rea w i th in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  th e  fo rm er 
L a n c a s h ire  R iv e r  A u t h o r i t y ) .
R iv er R ib b le ,  D r i f t ,  Hang o r Whammel N et -  £ 8 0 .0 0
(n o t e x c e e d in g  when w et 140 m e tre s  in  le n g th )
R iv e r  Lune D r i f t ,  Hang o r  Whammel N et -  £ 1 3 3 .0 0
(n o t e x c e e d in g  when w et 300 m e tre s  in  le n g th )
R iv e r Lune Draw, D r a f t  o r  S e in e  N e t -  £116 .0 0
(n o t e x c e e d in g  when w e t 185 m e tre s  in  le n g th )
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NETS (Area within the boundaries of the former 
Lancashire River Authority) continued/....
River Duddon Draw, Draft or Seine Net
(not exceeding when wet 185 metres in length)
- £ 110.00
River Lune Heave or Haaf Net £ 51.00
River Kent Lave Net - £ 60.00
River Leven Lave Net £ 50.00
(2) That subject to the approval of recommendation (1) 
above by the Policy and Resources Committee, the 
Director of Administration be authorised to publish a 
Notice of the Authority' s intention to fix these 
fishing licence duties in appropriate newspapers as 
required by Clause 3 of Schedule 2 of the Salmon and 
Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975.
(3) That the Director of Administration be authorised 
to take all such steps as may be necessary, including 
representation at a Public Inquiry, in the event of 
objections to the proposals being received by the 
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.
C. North Cumbria
The Chairman of the North Cumbria Advisory Committee submitted 
the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 1st April, 
1980.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the North Cumbria 
Advisory Committee held on 1st April, 19 80, be 
received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No.20 
(Rod and Line Licence Duties) be considered under the 
appropriate Agenda item.
(3) That the recommendations contained in Minutes numbered 
21 (Salmon Coops - River Eden and River Derwent), 23 
(Fisheries Byelaw 14 - Baiting), and 24 (Survey of 
Mergansers and Goosanders) be approved.
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D. South Lancashire
The Chairman of the South Lancashire Advisory Committee 
submitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 
2nd April, 1980.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the South Lancashire Advisory 
Committee held on 2nd April, 1980, be received.
(2) That the recommendations contained in Minutes 
numbered 24 (Rod and Line Licence Duties) and 28 
(Calendar of Meetings 1980-81) be considered under the 
appropriate Agenda items.
E. Mersey and Weaver
The Chairman of the Mersey and Weaver Advisory Committee 
submitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 
9th April, 1980.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the Mersey and Weaver Advisory 
Committee held on 9th April, 1980 be received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No.24 
(Rod and Line Licence Duties) be considered under the 
appropriate Agenda item.
(3) That the recommendation contained in Minute No.25 
(Jumbles Reservoir) be approved for submission to the 
Recreation Sub-Committee.
F. Lune, Wyre and Furness
The Chairman of the Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory Committee 
submitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 
10th April, 1980.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Lune, Wyre 
and Furness Advisory Committee held on 10th April, 1980 
be received.
(2) That the recommendations contained in Minutes numbered 
32 (Rod and Line Licence Duties), and 41 (Calendar of 
Meetings 1980-81) be considered under the appropriate 
Agenda items.
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(3) That the recommendations contained in Minutes numbered 
34 (Fisheries Byelaw 14 - Baiting), 35 (Survey of 
Mergansers and Goosanders), and 37 (Skerton Fishery - 
Match Fishing) be approved.
40. ROD AND LINE LICENCE DUTIES
Further to Minute No.35 of the last meeting of the Committee, 
proposals were submitted for a new scale of rod and line licence 
duties to take effect on 1st January, 1981.
In particular, on 11th February, 1980, the Authority had considered 
Estimates arid Charges for 1980-81 and had approved, inter alia, the 
following recommendation:
"That the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee be instructed 
to formulate proposals for increases in fishing licence duties to 
be effective from 1st January, 1981, of a level at least equal to 
forecast increases in inflation up to and including 1981".
The Chairman reminded the Committee that a review of the then existing 
rod and line licence duties was undertaken in 1978 with a view at that 
time to introducing a two licence structure in 1979, but that the 
proposals had been unacceptable to MAFF. Consequently the 1978 duties 
had remained in operation throughout 1979. Revised proposals had been 
submitted to MAFF in June, 1979 and approved and these duties had come 
into operation on 1st January, 1980.
The proposals now before the Committee envisaged a straight increase 
of 45% on all existing rod and line licence duties and included those 
duties in respect of fixed eel traps, eel or fyke nets, and traps 
putcheons or baskets used in commercial eel fishing.
These proposals had been considered by the Local Committees at their 
March/April round of meetings and, as indicated in the Minutes of the 
respective Committees, only the North Cumbria and the Lune, Wyre and 
Furness Committees had accepted an overall increase in duty of 45%. 
The Derwent and West Cumbria Committee were against such an increase 
and both the South Lancashire and Mersey and Weaver Committees had 
recommended that the increases be 1 imited to 20% to account for 
inflat ion in the current year.
The Chairman then drew the attention of the Committee to Minute 
No.40(2) of their meeting of 15th February, 1979:
"That in the event of a further revision of licence duties 
in the future, prime consideration be given to the introduction 
of Option 2 (a single tier licence system) subject to such 
variation in the amount of the duties as may be considered 
necessary, at the time".
but the Committee were advised that it was not appropriate to pursue 
this proposal as no structural revision of the system was contemplated 
although it was an objective for the future. This was accepted.
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After a full and detailed discussion the Committee considered 
that an increase in the duties of 20% only was justifiable.
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That the Policy and Resources Committee be recommended 
to approve that the following scale of licence duties in 
respect of rod and line and commercial eel fishing 
throughout the region come into force from 1st January, 
1981:-
Salmon (Whole area)
Single Rod and Line Licence - Season Adult - £18.00
Part Season Adult - £12.00
from June 1st
Season Junior - £ 9.00
(14 to 16 years inclusive) 
man aged 65 or over and 
woman aged 60 or over, and 
registered disabled persons.
Part Season Junior - £ 6.00
from June 1st
(14 to 16 years inclusive)
man aged 65 or over and
woman aged 60 or over, and
registered disabled persons.
7 day - £ 3.00
Junior (10 to 13 years
inclusive) ' - ; NIL
Migratory Trout (Whole area)
Single Rod and Line Licence - Season Adult - £ 6.00
Season Junior - £ 3.00
(14 to 16 years inclusive) 
man aged 65 or over and 
woman aged 60 or over, and 
registered disabled persons.
7 day - £ 1.20
Junior (10 to 13 years
inclusive) - NIL
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Non Migratory Trout (Brown Trout, Rainbow Trout and Char) 
Freshwater Fish and Eels
Single Rod and Line Licence - Season Adult - £ 3.60
Season Junior - £ 1.80
(14 to 16 years inclusive) 
man aged 65 or over and 
woman aged 60 or over, and 
registered disabled persons.
7 day - £ 0.60
Junior (10 to 13 years
inclusive) - NIL
Commercial Eel Fishing
Fixed Eel Traps - £30 per trap per annum
Eel or Fyke Nets - 60p per net
Traps, Putcheons or Baskets - £6 per 25 (or part
thereof) traps per annum
(2) That subject to the approval of this recommendation by the 
Policy and Resources Committee, the Director of Administration be 
authorised to publish a Notice of the Authority's intention to 
fix these fishing licence duties in appropriate newspapers, as 
required by clause 3 of Schedule 2 of the Salmon and Freshwater 
Fisheries Act 1975.
(3) That the Director of Administration be authorised to take all 
such steps as may be necessary, including representation at a 
Public Inquiry, in the event of objections to the proposals being 
received by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.
I
41. DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC TROUT FISHERIES
The Committee considered a report concerning the selection of possible 
sites for public trout fisheries.
Current investigations suggested that on grounds of marketability, 
access ability and lower costs, initial efforts should be concentrated 
On bringing the existing fisheries in the Rivington/Roddlesworth group 
into proper management but in the meantime further research and 
investigation ought to be carried out into the development of new 
sites.
The fundamental problem lay in respect of site management, in 
particular it was agreed that the need for a warden, not only during 
permitted fishing hours but at other random times, was an essential 
pre-requisite to the establishment and management of any public 
fishery, and in the present economic situation the Authority was 
experiencing severe problems with manpower recruitment. Consequently
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the requirement for any warden would need to be assessed in relation 
to requirements by the Authority for additional operational and other 
staff.
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That in the development of public trout fisheries, the 
Authority continue to give priority consideration to the 
Rivington/Roddlesworth group.
(2) That the Authority consider favourably the appointment of 
wardens to manage public trout fisheries.
(3) That the Recreation Sub-Committee be informed accordingly.
42. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR 1980-81.
The proposed dates for meetings of the Regional and Local Fisheries 
Advisory Committees for the "Authority Year" 1980-81 were submitted 
for information, dates for meetings of the Regional Committee being 
noted as follows
Monday, 28th July, 1980
Monday, 10th November, 1980
Monday, 2nd February, 1981
Monday, 27th April, 1981
At the meeting on 2nd April, 1980, (Minute No.28) the South Lancashire 
Local Committee recommended that the proposed date of 25th June, 1980 
be altered to 19th June, 1980 and the Lune, Wyre and Furness Local 
Committee recommended at the meeting on 10th Apr il, 1980 (Minute 
No.41) that the officers be requested to find an alternative date for 
the January, 1981 meeting of the Committee which was now recommended 
to be held on Thursday 8th January, 1981.
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That the dates for the meetings of the South^ Lancashire 
Advisory Committee during the "Authority Year" 1980-81 be 
as follows:-
Thursday; 19th June, 1980
Wednesday, 15th October, 1980
Wednesday, 7th January, 1981
Wednesday, 1st April, 1981
(2) That the dates for the meetings of the Lune, Wyre and 
Furness Advisory Committee during the "Authority Year" 
1980-81 be as follows:-.
Monday, 30th June, 1980
Monday, 20th October, 1980
Thursday, 8th January, 1981
Monday, 13th April, 1981
RF1/A12 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
23RD JUNE, 1980
MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE -
RESIGNATION OF MR. W .F. HOBSON
1 . Mr. W.F. Hobson o f  C ockerm outh who h a s  s e rv e d  on th e  C om m ittee as  
i t s  C hairm an s in c e  th e  in a u g u r a l  m e e tin g  in  J u n e ,  1974 h a s  su b m itte d  
h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  from  th e  C om m ittee .
2 . M r. H obson  s e r v e d  on  t h e  C o m m itte e  a s  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  
S ou th  and W est C um berland F is h e r y  A s s o c ia t io n  and th e  Com m ittee i s  
i n v i t e d  t o  n o m in a te  h i s  s u c c e s s o r .
R F l/A l NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
23RD JUNE, 1980
MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE -  
RESIGNATION OF MR. S .G . PAYNE
1 . Mr. S .G . Payne o f  C ockerm outh who h a s  s e rv e d  on th e  C om m ittee s in c e  
1 3 th  O c to b e r , 1975 h a s  s u b m it te d  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  from  th e  C om m ittee .
2 . M r. Payne s e rv e d  on th e  C om m ittee a s  a  member to  r e p r e s e n t  c o a r s e  
f i s h  i n t e r e s t s  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  a n d  t h e  C o m m itte e  i s  i n v i t e d  t o  
n o m in a te  h i s  s u c c e s s o r .
P1/B15 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
23RD JUNE 1980
RIVER DERWENT, EFFECTS OF A66 RUN-OFF
1. A t th e  m ee tin g  h e ld  on 3 1 s t  M arch, 1980, (M inu te  No. 26 (2 )) Members 
r e q u e s te d  a r e p o r t  on i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n to  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  s u lp h id e  
p o l l u t i o n  from  th e  A66 on th e  R iv e r  D erw en t.
2 . The c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  v a r io u s  c o n ta m in a te d  d i s c h a r g e s  from  th e  A66 
sy s tem  and o f  th e  two t r i b u t a r i e s  p r im a r i l y  a f f e c t e d  by s u lp h id e  
c o n ta m in a t io n  (Tom Rudd Beck and Dub Wath Beck) h a s  been  m o n ito re d  
r e g u l a r l y  s in c e  th e  p ro b lem  f i r s t  became a p p a re n t  in  1976. I n i t i a l l y  
w a te r  sam p les  w ere ta k e n  a t  w eek ly  i n t e r v a l s  from  23 sam p lin g  p o i n t s ,  
b u t  f o r  th e  l a s t  two y e a r s  th e  programme h a s  been  red u ced  t o  m on th ly  
sam p lin g  a t  8 p o i n t s .  S in c e  m id -A p r il  1980, sam p lin g  a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  
w eek ly  i n t e r v a l s  h a s  ta k e n  p la c e  a t  6 p o i n t s  on th e  m ain R iv e r  D erw ent 
b e tw een  Ouse B r id g e  and W ork ing ton  and a t  C ockerm outh on th e  R iv e r  
C o c k e r. T hese  sam p les a r e  b e in g  a n a ly s e d  f o r  t o t a l  and d i s s o lv e d  
s u lp h id e s  o n ly .
D uring  1976 to  1978 th e  im p ac t o f  th e  c o n ta m in a t io n  on f i s h  s to c k s  
in  Tom Rudd and Dub W ath B ecks was a s s e s s e d  by p la c in g  se a  t r o u t  
s m o l t s  a n d  s m o l t - s i z e d  b ro w n  t r o u t  in  c a g e s  in  t h e  B e c k s  an d  by  
e l e c t r o - f i s h i n g  s u rv e y s .  G e n e ra l  b i o l o g i c a l  s u rv e y s  was a l s o  c a r r i e d  
o u t  a t  t h i s  t im e .
A t r e g u la r  i n t e r v a l s  v i s u a l  i n s p e c t io n s  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  c o n d i t io n s  
o f  th e  d is c h a r g e  p o i n t s ,  c o n ta m in a te d  s tr e a m s  and a d ja c e n t  p a r t s  o f  
th e  m ain r i v e r  hav e  been  c a r r i e d  o u t .  The m ost r e c e n t  o f  th e s e  took  
p la c e  in  F e b ru a ry  and May, 1980.
3 . I n  a n  e a r l i e r  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  C o m m itte e  ( 2 6 th  J u n e ,  1978) i t  was 
m en tio n ed  t h a t  c o n s id e r a b le  v a r i a t i o n s  o c c u r r e d  in  th e  l e v e l s  o f  
s u lp h id e  p r e s e n t  in  th e  d i s c h a r g e s  from  th e  roadw orks and in  th e  
r e c e iv in g  s tr e a m s . S u b se q u e n t sam p lin g  h a s  shown t h a t  t h i s  i s  s t i l l  
th e  c a s e .  The g e n e r a l  p i c t u r e  i s  o f  in c r e a s e d  c o n ta m in a t io n  d u r in g  
p e r io d s  o f  w et w e a th e r ,  f a l l i n g  t o  low l e v e l s  d u r in g  d ry  s p e l l s .  
T hese  c y c l i c  ch an g es  a r e  assum ed to  be due t o  th e  p a t t e r n  o f  d is c h a r g e  
o f  h e a v i ly  c o n ta m in a te d  g ro u n d w a te r  from  a r e a s  w here d e -b o g g in g  and 
s u b s e q u e n t i n f i l l i n g  w ith  s l a g  to o k  p l a c e .  D uring  d ry  s p e l l s  th e r e  i s  
l i t t l e  movement o f  g ro u n d w a te r  in  and o u t  o f  th e s e  a r e a s  and th u s  
l i t t l e  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r e a m s ,  b u t  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  
s u lp h id e s  in  th e  w a te r  w hich  i s  p r e s e n t  w i th in  th e  de-b o g g ed  a re a  
i n c r e a s e s  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  c h e m ic a l a n d /o r  b i o l o g i c a l  breakdow n o f  th e  
s l a g .  W ith th e  o n s e t  o f  w et w e a th e r ,  th e  c o n ta m in a te d  g ro u n d w a te r i s  
f lu s h e d  o u t  and d is c h a r g e d  to  th e  s tr e a m s .
As y e t ,  th e  r i v e r  sam p lin g  program me begun t h i s  y e a r  h a s  n o t  y ie ld e d  
any r e l i a b l e  r e s u l t s .  B ecau se  th e  s u lp h id e  l e v e l s  in  th e  r i v e r  w a te r  
a r e  lo w er th a n  th e  l e v e l  o f  d e t e c t i o n  o f  th e  a n a l y t i c a l  m ethods used  
p r e v io u s ly  (0 .0 1  m g /1 ) , a new m ethod h a s  had to  be a d o p te d , and t h i s  
i s  s t i l l  b e in g  d e v e lo p e d  and e v a lu a te d .  i t  i s  hoped t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  
e n a b le  c o n c e n t r a t io n s  a s  low a s  0 .0 0 5  mg/1 t o  be m easu red .
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4. The earlier work with caged fish showed that Tom Rudd Beck downstream 
of the points of input of contaminated water was intermittently toxic 
to brown trout and sea trout smolts and that a short section of Dubb 
Wath Beck was permanently toxic. Electro-fishing surveys confirmed 
these results, and demonstrated again the variation in the degree and 
extent of the contamination. At times trout were absent from only a 
very short length (c.10 metres) of Tom Rudd Beck, whereas at other 
times no trout were found over a considerable length (c.300 m). 
Recent results of chemical analyses indicated that this pattern of 
distribution is likely to remain.
Since the contamination began, very few, if any, salmon or sea trout 
have used Tom Rudd or Dub Wath B6cks for spawning. It Is probable 
that the lack of migratory fish in the streams is due to avoidance 
reaction rather than to direct toxicity to fish which may have entered 
the streams. It is known that fish show an avoidance reaction to 
water containing hydrogen sulphide H^S at low concentrations and it 
is evident that in these tributary streams levels of U S  sufficiently 
high to produce an avoidance reaction are present for much of the 
time.
5. The most obvious biological effect of the sulphide contamination 
is the growth of the sulphide-oxidising bacterium Thiothrix on the bed 
and vegetation of the watercourses concerned. Typically, the 
diversity of the benthic invertebrate fauna is reduced in those areas 
where growths of Thiothrix are heavy, but large numbers of chironomid 
midge larvae are present. However, the extent of the Thiothrix growth 
varies greatly at different times at each contamination point, 
depending on the amount of sulphide entering, and very rapid recovery 
of the benthic fauna has been observed when the Thiothrix growths are 
reduced.
6. The inspection of the contaminated discharges and receiving 
watercourses which took place in February 1980 showed the typical 
effects of a wet autumn and winter. The discharges were high in 
volume and the visual effects, particularly the growths of Thiothrix 
were very noticeable. Of the 12 discharges inspected, the most 
contaminated was a spring discharging to a tributary of Stoney Beck, 
near Brigham. Other heavily contaminated discharges were found near 
Westray (discharging to a tributary of Tom Rudd Beck), Embleton 
(discharging to a tributary of Dubb Wath Beck) and near Thornthwaite 
(discharging to a tributary of Bassenthwaite Lake). However, natural 
vegetation had become established in these tributaries and was acting 
as a substrate for growths of Thiothrix. Further down these 
watercourses, the growths of Thiothrix declined, and it was evident 
that much of the sulphide was being removed by the bacteria, and hence 
a significant degree of purification was taking place. A slight 
growth of Thiothrix was visible in the River Derwent immediately below 
the discharge from the surface water pipe upstream of Broughton 
Bridge. This growth only extended some 10 m downstream and was about
0.5 m wide. With the high river flows experienced in the Derwent and 
hence the very great dilution, it is not expected that this discharge 
would have affected fish movement or survival.
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In May a typical "dry/summer" situation was found. The discharges 
were much reduced in volume and some had dried up. Only two 
discharges were seen to be having any effect on their receiving 
watercourses. The spring at Brigham still supported a growth of 
Thiothrix but was having no visible effect on Stoney Beck. Below 
Embleton there was a much reduced growth of Thiothrix in the tributary 
of Dub Wath Beck. The discharge to the Derwent near Broughton Bridge 
was not producing any growth of Thiothrix in the Derwent or on the 
gravel margin, and there was no odour of H2S present.
7. The recent inspections and the analytical results of the routine 
monitoring indicate that there has been no significant change in the 
overall situation concerning the sulphide contamination problem. As 
yet there are no signs that the degree of contamination of the 
individual discharges has decreased significantly. However, there are 
signs that increased vegetation in some of the drainage channels and 
minor tributaries is providing a suitable substrate for growth of 
Thiothrix, and metabolism of sulphides, and hence, their removal by 
this organism will reduce the sulphide levels discharged to the major 
watercourses. The concentration of sulphides in the water also, 
declines because of loss of H2O to the atmosphere. This accounts
for the smell of H S which has been reported from time to time.
2There is no evidence to conflict with earlier conclusions that the 
effect on fish stocks is restricted to the- two tributaries, Tom Rudd 
Beck and Dub Wath Beck.
8. The Department of Transport have recently confirmed that they are 
prepared to pay for stocking to compensate for the loss of the 
spawning and nursery potential of these becks, and have made an 
interim offer of £1,845 to cover the cost for 1980. To date, Tom Rudd 
Beck has been stocked upstream of the affected zone with 55,000 sea 
trout fed fry and 15,000 sea trout fry are being held for stocking 
into Dub Wath Beck. Other Derwent tributaries have been stocked with
47,000 sea trout fry. Thus the total stocking of the Derwent system 
with sea trout fry for 1980 will be 117,000. It is considered that 
smolts should be able to pass downstream through the affected zones, 
particularly in Tom Rudd Beck, and the situation will be monitored.
F1/B20
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
23RD JUNE 1980
TAKING OF SALMON AND SEA TROUT IN SEA-FISH 
NETS AT FLIMBY, WEST CUMBRIA
1. M em bers w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  p r o b le m s  h a v e  b e e n  
e x p e r ie n c e d  in  t h i s  a r e a  a s  th e  r e s u l t  o f  salm on and s e a  t r o u t  b e in g  
t a k e n ,  from  tim e  t o  t im e ,  in  n e t s  o s t e n s i b l y  s e t  to  ta k e  s e a  f i s h .  
T h i s  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  n e e d  f o r  e x t e n s i v e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  and  
e n f o r c e m e n t  a c t i v i t y  by  b a i l i f f s  in  t h e  a r e a  d u r in g  much o f  t h e  
Summer.
2 . A t t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  MP f o r  W o r k in g to n ,  a m e e t in g  w as h e ld  
a f t e r  t h e  m e e t in g  o f  t h i s  C o m m itte e  in  J a n u a r y  l a s t ,  w h ic h  was 
a t te n d e d  by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  C um berland S ea  F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittee , 
t h e  A u t h o r i t y  an d  t h e  f i s h e r m e n  c o n c e r n e d .  T he a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  
f is h e rm e n , a s  e x p la in e d  by th e  MP, was t h a t  th e y  m ere ly  w ished  t o  
c o n d u c t l e g i t i m a t e  s e a  f i s h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  w ere n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  in  
s a lm o n  o r  s e a  t r o u t  an d  t h a t  in  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h e i r  
a c t i v i t i e s  th e y  w ere  b e in g  c o n s t a n t ly  h a r r a s s e d  and o b se rv e d  by th e  
A u t h o r i t y 's  b a i l i f f s .  They c o u ld  n o t  p r e v e n t  salm on o r  s e a  t r o u t  from  
g o in g  in to  t h e i r  n e t s  b u t  th e y  had no i n t e r e s t  in  such  f i s h  and w ere 
s im p ly  t r y i n g  t o  c a tc h  s e a  f i s h .  The A u t h o r i t y 's  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  
w h ile  a c c e p t in g  t h a t  m ig ra to ry  f i s h  c o u ld  go in to  n e t s  s e t  t o  ta k e  s e a  
f i s h  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  r i s k  c o u ld  be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d im in is h e d  by 
s e t t i n g  th e  n e ts  in  a m anner and in  p l a c e s  su ch  t h a t  salm on and se a  
t r o u t  w ere u n l ik e ly  t o  be ta k e n .  In  th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  
s o l i c i t o r s  th e  " p la c in g  o f  f ix e d  e n g in e s "  (w hich th e s e  n e t s  w ere) in  
" t i d a l  w a te rs "  was an o f f e n c e  a g a in s t  S e c t io n  6 ( 1 ) (a) o f  th e  Salmon 
and F re sh w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  A ct 1975, r e g a r d l e s s  o f  th e  p u rp o se  fo r  w hich 
th e  f ix e d  e n g in e s  w ere p la c e d .  The m ere " p la c in g "  a u to m a t ic a l ly  
c o n s t i t u t e d  an o f f e n c e  a g a in s t  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  A g a in s t  t h a t  v iew , no 
f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  was p o s s ib l e  a t  t h a t  m e e tin g .
3 . The MP s u b s e q u e n t ly  p u t  down a number o f  P a r l ia m e n ta r y  Q u e s t io n s ,  and 
e v e n tu a l ly  a sked  f o r  a f u r t h e r  m e e tin g  w hich  to o k  p la c e  on 10 th  A p r i l  
a t  M a ry p o rt. The m e e tin g  was a t t e n d e d ,  on b e h a l f  o f  th e  A u th o r i ty ,  by 
th e  A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r , L e g a l S e r v ic e s ,  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f ic e r  
and th e  A rea F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  (N o r th ) . In  a d d i t io n  t o  th e  MP, some 
40 f ish e rm e n  w ere p r e s e n t .  The A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c to r  c o n firm ed  th e  
o p in io n  e x p re s s e d  a t  th e  p r e v io u s  m e e t in g , b u t  s a id  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  
p r a c t i c a l  a p p ro ach  w ould  be t h a t  p r o c e e d in g s  w ould n o t  be i n s t i t u t e d  
f o r  th e  p la c in g  o f  a  f ix e d  e n g in e  in  t i d a l  w a te rs  u n le s s  i t  was found 
t o  be ta k in g  salm on o r  s e a  t r o u t ,  o r  was c o n s id e re d  to  'be s e t  in  such 
a m anner o r  in  such  a p la c e  a s  to  be in te n d e d  to  ta k e  salm on o r  se a  
t r o u t .  A f te r  c o n s id e r a b le  d i s c u s s io n  a g re e m e n t was rea c h e d  to  o p e ra te  
c e r t a i n  a rra n g e m e n ts  on an e x p e r im e n ta l  b a s i s  f o r  th e  d u r a t io n  o f  th e
1980 f i s h i n g  s e a s o n . T hese  w ere c o n firm e d  by th e  C hairm an o f  th e  
A u th o r i ty  in  a l e t t e r  d a te d  15 th  A p r i l  to  t h e  MP and a r e  re p ro d u c e d  
b e lo w :-
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"(1) That NWWA will not prosecute under Section 6(1) (a) of the 
1975 Act unless I am satisfied on the evidence that a fixed 
engine has been placed deliberately to take or facilitate the 
taking of salmon or migratory trout.
(2) That NWWA will provide you with the names and telephone numbers 
of its bailiffs and inspectors whose area includes Flimby - these 
will be sent to you separately by Mr. Kelsall in the next few 
days. The purpose of this arrangement is that the fishermen will 
be able to notify a bailiff whenever they accidentally catch a 
salmon or migratory trout in a fixed engine, and thereafter hand 
over the fish for which a receipt will be given. If a fisherman 
empties his net when a bailiff is present, any salmon or 
migratory trout caught will be handed to the bailiff and a 
receipt given. All fish handed over in these ways will be given 
by the Authority to a hospital or local authority children's home 
or old people's home or other charitable institution, and 
receipts obtained.
(3) That those fishermen who are not registered fishermen will 
securely attach to their nets a label bearing the owner's name 
and address. Those who are registered fishermen will attach to 
their nets a label bearing the same number as is displayed on 
their fishing boats. The labels will be visible at all times 
when the nets are in use."
4. Instructions to bailiffs and advice to the netsmen on the implemen­
tation of the arrangements have been prepared in draft and forwarded 
to the MP whose comments are awaited.
5. The object of the arrangements is to overcome the suspicions which 
have developed between fishermen and Authority staff.
P1/B4 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
DERWENT AND WATER CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
23RD JU^E, 1.980
EEC DIRECTIVES ON THE QUALITY OF FRESHWATERS 
NEEDING PROTECTION OR IMPROVEMENT IN ORDER 
’ ' TO SUPPORT. FISH LIFE
1. On 4 th  F e b r u a r y ,  1980 (M in u te  N o. 3 4 ( 1 ) )  t h e  R e g io n a l  C o m m itte e  
c o n s id e re d  b u t  r e j e c t e d  th e  C o m m itte e 's  recom m endation  (M inute No. 17 , 
7 th  J a n u a r y ,  1980) t h a t  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  in c lu d in g  L o s t r ig g  Beck in  
th e  l i s t  o f  d e s ig n a te d  w a te r s  be i n v e s t i g a t e d .  The d e c is io n  o f  th e  
R e g io n a l C om m ittee was r e p o r te d  t o  th e  C om m ittee a t  th e  M arch m ee tin g  
(M inute No. 30) when i t  was r e s o lv e d  t h a t  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  be 
made in to  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  w a te r  a t  L o s t r ig g  Beck and t h a t  a r e p o r t  be 
s u b m it te d  to  th e  Ju n e  m ee tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee . I n  co m p lia n c e  w ith  
t h i s  r e q u e s t ,  t h e s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  have  now been  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  th e  
r e s u l t s  a r e  a s  d e t a i l e d  be lo w .
2 . T h re e  sam ples w ere ta k e n  from  L o s t r ig g  Beck u p s tre a m  o f  i t s  c o n f lu e n c e  
w ith  th e  R iv e r  M arron d u r in g  1978 and n in e  sam p les w ere ta k e n  a t  th e
same p o in t  d u r in g  1979. To d a te  t h i s  y e a r one sam ple h a s been  tak<
and a summary o f  th e d a ta  from th e s e  sa m p les i s  g iv e n  below ,»
BQD a t S u sp . N02-N D is s o lv e d pH Susp . NH4-N
5 day s S o l id s ( N i t r a te ) Oxygen S o l id s (Ammon i<
f l£ t a l (M in era l)
Mg/1 Mg/1 Mg/1 Mg/1 Mg/1 Mg/1
Mean 2 .0 57 .0 0 .0 3 1 1 .3 7 .6 48 .3 0 .3
Max. 5 .5 194.0 0 .0 6 13 .9 7 .9 168.0 1 .0
M in. 0 .7 7 .0 <0.02 10 .0 7.1 5 .0 <0.01
The m ost im p o r ta n t  p a ra m e te r s  on w hich  w a te r s  w ere c l a s s i f i e d  f o r  
i n c lu s io n  in  th e  l i s t  o f  EEC d e s ig n a te d  w a te r s  a re  shown in  th e  f i r s t
3 colum ns and sh o u ld  be com pared w ith  th e  EEC l i m i t s  g iv e n  b e lo w :-
Salm onid  C y p r in id
B io c h e m ica l oxygen demand (BOD) ^5  mg/1 ^8  mg/1
S uspended  s o l i d s  (a v e ra g e  f ig u r e )  25 mg/1 25 mg/1
N i t r i t e  (a s  N02 ) < 0 .2  mg/1 ^ 0 .5  mg/1
^  e q u a l  to  o r  l e s s  th a n
3 . The EEC c r i t e r i a  on w hich  w a te r s  w ere t o  be c l a s s i f i e d  w ere in c lu d e d  
i n  m ore d e t a i l  i n  t h e  " C o n s u l t a t i o n  P a p e r  on  I n i t i a l  L i s t  o f  
D e s ig n a te d  W ate rs"  p ro v id e d  t o  th e  C om m ittee  and c o n s id e re d  a t  t h e i r  
December 1979 m e e tin g .
4 . i t  c a n  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  p a r a m e t e r  w h ic h  i s  n o t  c o m p l ie d  w i th  on 
a v e ra g e  in  L o s t r ig g  Beck i s  t o t a l  su sp en d e d  s o l i d s  and on one o c c a s io n  
BOD. The a v e ra g e  f ig u r e  f o r  su sp en d e d  s o l i d s  (25 mg/1) in c lu d e d  in  
th e  EEC d i r e c t i v e  i s  a c o n s e r v a t iv e  one and t h e r e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  no 
r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  a v e ra g e  o f  57 mg/1 in  L o s t r ig g  Beck c a u se s  
any s u b s t a n t i a l  im p ac t on th e  f i s h e r i e s .  T h e re  i s  e x te n s iv e  o p e n -c a s t
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mining in the Lostrigg Beck catchment and, although the trade 
effluent discharges to the stream are controlled by Consents, such 
activity, which involves stripping large areas of land of its 
vegetation, inevitably gives rise to elevated suspended solids during 
rainfall.
5. The initial consultation paper, and the decision of the Regional 
Committee on this case, have stressed and confirmed that the initial 
designation will include only waters which already comply with the 
requirements of the Directive. If other stretches of water were to be 
included there would be requirements for additional sampling 
programmes, as well as remedial capital works, and the resources are 
not available to meet these requirements. Lostrigg Beck is one of 
many such waters which do not meet the criteria but nonetheless are 
known to be fisheries. Work will continue on a routine basis to 
sample Lostrigg Beck periodically and there is considerable effort put 
into inspections of all open-cast sites to ensure that reasonable 
pollution-prevention measures are carried out. It is not considered 
justifiable for further resources to be deployed, or sampling 
programmes to be intensified, merely to meet EEC directives.
6. The initial consultation paper included the following sentence "It 
must also be stressed that because a particular water is not 
designated at this initial stage it does not indicate that the 
Authority or the Government are not interested in the improvement of 
that water, or that the water does not contain a thriving fish 
population."
P1/A22 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
23RD JUNE, 1980
FISHING OFFENCES AND PROSECUTIONS 1979/80
1 . The t o t a l  number o f  p e rs o n s  p r o s e c u te d  by th e  A u th o r i ty  w i th in  th e  
w hole R egion  f o r  f i s h i n g  o f f e n c e s  d u r in g  1979/80 was 414 com pared w ith  
390 in  1978 /79 , w hich i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e  number o f  p r o s e c u t io n s  h as  
been  m a in ta in e d  a t  a  r e a s o n a b ly  c o n s i s t e n t  l e v e l .
2 . i n  th e  a r e a  o f  t h i s  C om m ittee , 9 p e r s o n s  w ere p r o s e c u te d  fo r  th e  
u se  o f  i l l e g a l  in s t r u m e n ts ,  8 f o r  byelaw  o f f e n c e s  and g iv in g  f a l s e  
names and a d d re s s e s  and 9 f o r  f i s h i n g  w i th o u t  a l i c e n c e .  A c tio n  was 
ta k e n  on a f u r t h e r  7 c a s e s  w hich d id  n o t  r e s u l t  in  l e g a l  p ro c e e d in g s  
b e in g  i n s t i t u t e d .  T hese  f i g u r e s  r e f l e c t  a r e d u c t io n  on l a s t  y e a r s  in  
th e  i l l e g a l  in s t ru m e n t  and l i c e n c e  o f f e n c e s ,  b u t  an in c r e a s e  in  th e  
number o f  byelaw  o f f e n c e s .
3 . The fo llo w in g  i s  a  summary o f  o f f e n c e s  and p r o s e c u t io n s  w i th in  th e  
C om m ittee a re a  d u r in g  1 9 7 9 /8 0 .
T o ta l  I l l e g a l  Byelaw  o f f e n c e s  L ic en c e
I n s t r u m e n ts  and f a l s e  names O ffe n c e s  
and a d d re s s e s
Number o f  p r o s e c u t io n s  26 9 8 9
W arning l e t t e r s  10 4 2 4
O th er c a s e s  n o t  ta k e n  
to  C o u rt due to  
i n s u f f i c i e n t  e v id e n c e  
o r b e in g  u n a b le  to
t r a c e  a l le g e d  o f f e n d e r s  7 1 4 2
T o ta l  f i n e s  im posed £1 ,270  £985 £185 £100
C o s ts  aw arded t o  th e
A u th o r i ty  £ 280 £220 £ 45 £ 15
FI/B18 NORTH WEST WATER. AUTHORITY
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
23RD JUNE 1980
REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
1. RIVER CONDITIONS AND FISHING
From the beginning of April until 20th May no measurable rain fell 
within the area and the weather was generally bright and sunny. River 
levels fell steadily to reach very low levels by the middle of April, 
and have remained very low up to the present time. Conditions for 
salmon fishing have thus been poor and catches have been low. 5 
salmon are known to have been caught on the Derwent, but none from any 
of the other rivers.
grown Trout
Large numbers of stocked brown trout were caught in the Egremont 
area during April. Crummock and Buttermere have also fished well for 
brown trout and 2 fish of 3 lbs. in weight were reported from 
Ennerdale in April.
2. MIGRATORY FISH MOVEMENT
Quite good numbers of kelts have been reported, especially from 
the Derwent. Most of these were well-mended and could be expected to 
return to sea safely.
Good-sized shoals of smolts were reported from the lower Ehen and 
Irt. At the time of writing only average numbers had been seen in 
other rivers.
3. HOLMWRANGLE HATCHERY
The absence of rainfall and consequently low stream flows has led 
to clean water conditions in the supply beck, and the hatchery has 
been running on the beck supply during most of the period. At the end 
of April the borehole pump failed due to an accumulation of silt at 
the bottom of the borehole. The repair of the pump (which is 
submerged at the bottom of the borehole) necessitated the lifting of 
the borehole supply pipe, but this was accomplished very quickly and 
without any damage being caused to fish stocks.
Problems have been experienced with Costia, Furunculosis and yolk-sac 
distortion, but these have been contained by medication.
Fish deliveries from Holmwrangle have been as follows:-
5,000 sea trout ova and
5,000 salmon ova to Keswick AA Hatchery.
34,000 brown trout fry to South Cumbria.
1,700 brown trout sold to Angling Clubs.
200 brown trout to Halton Fishery.
45,000 sea trout fry to West Cumbria Nursery Streams.
300 sea trout smolts to River Esk.
200 salmon and
200 sea trout smolts to River Ehen.
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4. BIOLOGICAL WORK
(i) River Esk - Salmonid Survey
The electro-fishing work for this survey has now been completed 
although the results have not yet been collated. It is 
encouraging to note that a good head of parr is present in the 
main river.
(ii) Bassenthwaite Lake - Gill Netting
Following recent comments concerning the fish populations 
of Bassenthwaite Lake, a one-night gill netting survey was 
carried out. 3 perch and 24 pike were caught, the largest fish 
being 13 lbs. Pike seemed especially plentiful near the Dub 
Wath Bay area. These results are indicative of a good pike 
population.
5. OFFSHORE NETTING
Offshore netting ostensibly for sea fish has started in earnest 
and meetings and consultations with the local MP and interested 
parties have continued with a view to obtaining a workable agreement 
on inshore netting methods.
6. FISH MORTALITIES
On 4th April Wythop Beck was polluted by sheep dip from a defective 
dipping installation. 250 dead brown trout were counted. The 
invertebrate populations of the beck were also affected resulting in a 
reduction of potential fish food organisms. The fishery is in the 
ownership of the farmer concerned.
Considerable numbers of salmon smolts died in the upper tributaries of 
the Derwent due to the severe drought conditions. This problem was 
particularly serious in Newlands Beck and its tributaries.
7. THIRLMERE - DERWENT RELEASES
The first of the augmentation releases of the Derwent was made from 
Thirlmere commencing on 12th May. It consisted of a release of 40 
Ml/d (in addition to compensation water of 14 Ml/d). On Saturday the 
17th the augmentation release was increased to 63 Ml/d and on Monday 
the 19th a further increase brought it up to 80 Ml/d. Following a 
period of rain it was reduced on the 20th to 61 Ml/d, to 40 Ml/d on 
the 30th, and 20 Ml/d on the 3rd June. Releases were curtailed on the 
4th June.
